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TEACHING IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
- A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

The Catholic School is a privileged means of prongpthe formation of the whole person.
It forms part of the saving mission of the Churespecially for education in the faith.

The Archbishop, as the Principal Teacher in thehdrocese, commissions persons
supportive of Catholic Education philosophy to m#pate in the mission of proclaiming
the Good News of Salvation to all and to train theriive knowingly as children of God.

This philosophy of Catholic Education, expressea igrowing number of documents and
policy statements over the last decade, guidesCholic School in its functioning.
Whilst it is accountable to the community at lafgethe provision of quality education to
young citizens, it is also accountable to the Chuwammunity for providing this within the
context of Christian Gospel values as espousechéyCatholic tradition. The Catholic
School is more than an educative institution; iai&ey part of the Church, an essential
element in the Church's mission.

The Catholic Education philosophy reveals a contaran education that combines sound
knowledge and skills with an overall personal depeient rooted in Christian values.
Such an education involves a high level of intenspeal relationships between teacher and

pupil.

Pope John Paul Il has spelt out key implicatiomgties for teachers who work in Catholic
schools:

"The Church looks upon you as co-workers with apartant measure of
shared responsibility ... To you it is given to atee the future and give it
direction by offering to your students a set oiueal with which to assess their
newly discovered knowledge ... (The changing tides)and that educators be
open to new cultural influences and interpret tifemyoung pupils in the light
of Christian faith. You are called to bring pro$&mal competence and a high
standard of excellence to your teaching ... Butrymsponsibilities make
demands on you that go far beyond the need forepsainal skills and
competence ... Through you, as through a clear svindbn a sunny day,
students must come to see and know the richnesshandy of life lived in
accordance with Christ's teaching, in responseisochallenging demands. To
teach means not only to impart what we know, bad & reveal who we are by
living what we believe. It is this latter lessohigh tends to last the longest."

Address to Catholic Educators, September 127 19



Teachers in the Catholic School are more than eyep  They minister in the name of
the Church and of the Gospel in one way or anodéimer as such participate actively in
Church life and should have a pastoral conceredch individual student.

It is expected that all teachers employed in a @attschool will perform conscientiously
and competently the duties, both teaching or nankimg, that they are assigned by the
Principal in accordance with normal practice inf@dt Schools.

Teachers should help maintain an atmosphere oftghaard justice within the School, as

would be expected in a Catholic community and hegure the provision, as far as
possible, of the Catholic religious perspectiveha teaching and learning process and in
all the activities of the school in which staff astddents engage.

All teachers have a responsibility to develop araintain an adequate understanding of
those aspects of Catholic teaching that relateh&r tsubject areas and by their own
example provide a Christian leadership role fonambers of the school community.

Only a person supportive of Catholic Education ggobhy may be a teacher in a Catholic
School. Teachers bear witness to Christ and @mistalues in their own lives and by

personally supporting, evaluating, developing ansksaminating the Catholic School

philosophy.

The objectives which teachers undertake to supgod promote during their term of
employment require them:

® to give regular and efficient instruction fdéhe academic, physical and
spiritual development of the pupils;

(i) to participate in worship and prayer in thehgol in cooperation with the
parish priest or priest in charge, and the Priricipa

(i)  to adhere to Catholic principles and at alnés by personal example,
integrity and behaviour, to support Catholic mataindards.



